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Vuelta Itzulia: Martin races to 2nd in Eibar
& takes 2nd overall
It was a great show in the last stage of the Itzulia Basque Country (Eibar-Eibar), with Daniel Martin and Tadej Pogacar among the
main actors. The Irishman took second place in the stage and climbed up to second place in the overall standings, while Pogacar
ended his day fifth and took sixth place in the general classification. Also, he won the young rider classification.
The decisive moment for the fate of the entire Basque race was kilometre 52, when Jakob Fuglsang (Astana) attacked with the help
of team-mate Ion Izagirre, the UAE Team Emirates duo and Adam
Yates (Mitchelton-Scott). A head-to-head match started between the
quintet and the group of pursuers, headed by race leader Buchmann
(Bora-Hansgrohe): the battle went in favour of the escapees, as Yates
won the stage and Martin just behind at one second. Izagirre captured the final overall, displacing Buchmann and topping Martin by 29″.
The UAE Team Emirates’ performance earned it the top spot in the
team standings.
Martin said, “We were very strong throughout the stage, it was a
very nice day for the team. We all found ourselves racing with great
motivation, everyone had important goals and so we pushed hard to
the finish line. I would have liked to have won the stage, but Yates
took a small advantage on the last climb. I knew I would have won
if I managed to come back to him, but it was a bittersweet ending. I
did, however, take second place and second overall, and that means
something.”
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Paris-Roubaix: Three punctures
extinguish Kristoff’s fire
In a Paris-Roubaix that sanctifies Philippe Gilbert among the greatest in cycling, Alexander Kristoff had to deal with an opponent who, in the Hell of the North, is often present
and insidious: bad luck. The bad luck had already knocked on the UAE Team Emirates’s
door overnight in the form of a fever that forced Fernando Gaviria to abandon the race
before it even begun in Compiègne.
During the race, Kristoff’s performance was hit by three punctures: the Norwegian of
UAE Team Emirates thus had to say goodbye to any hope of polishing off his successful
Northern Classics campaign with a victory. He already had won in Ghent-Wevelgem and
placed third in the Tour of Flanders over the last two weeks. Kristoff reached Roubaix in
56th position with a delay of 14’15” from Gilbert, who beat Nils Politt (Katusha-Alpecin)
in a two-up sprint.
Kristoff: “I’m sorry that today was a bad day for me and the team. Unfortunately, if you suffer three punctures, it’s hard to come back to the group every time. I was fine, but I could
do little in the face of these unexpected events, which are typical of this race, however.”
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Brabantse Pijl, Rui Costa is back racing
The UAE Team Emirates still races in Belgium, this time at the Brabantse Pijl, scheduled
for Wednesday, April 17. Over he 196,2 km race from Leuven to Overijse, the cyclists must
cover 31 climbs.
Neil Stephens (Aus) will direct the following six riders:
– Tom Bohli (Sui)
– Rui Costa (Por)
– Roberto Ferrari (Ita)
– Ivo Oliveira (Por)
– Rui Oliveira (Por)
– Simone Petilli (Ita)
The roster is half Portuguese, led by the 2013 World Champion in Florence, Rui Costa. “It
will be my first participation in the Brabantse Pijl and, since I like to test myself in new competitions, I am very happy to have the chance to debut in this race,” Rui Costa said. “I come
from a month in which I focused on training. The work was good, even if it was marked by
the training incident at the end of March. I won’t race with particular pressure, but I have the
will to fully test what my condition and to get in tune with the atmosphere and rhythm for
the Ardennes Classics“.
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